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The WorldSkills Australia, Team Australia was officially announced today 
6th November at Doltone House in Sydney. The 29 competitors will embark on 
their quest for gold at the 40th WorldSkills International Competition in 
Canada next year.   

Team Australia, labelled the ‘Skillaroos’, are 29 of the country’s medal winning skill and trade 
champions and are set to test their abilities against the best in the world in Calgary, Canada 
in September 2009.

The Australian team will train for the next 10 months, refining their skills similar to athletes 
preparing to compete amongst the best competitors from around the world. The Australian team 
will be representing 26 different trade and skill categories from Hairdressing and Beauty Therapy 
to Automobile Technology and Landscape Gardening.  

The International Competition will be a showcase of the global standards displayed by 
50 countries and is expected to draw crowds of over 250,000 people. Team Australia competitors 
will not only face the pressures of excelling in their categories, but also defending Australia’s 
current 5th place ranking in the world – a great legacy from the preceding Australian Team at 
the 2007 WorldSkills International Competition in Shizuoka, Japan.

WorldSkills Australia CEO Mark Callaghan said at the launch “Each of the 29 Skillaroos named 
today are now one step closer to realising their dream of representing their country on the world 
stage. We look forward to watching their progress as they continue to display the dedication, drive 
and passion that has allowed them to reach this point. They are all perfect skills ambassadors who 
can be held up as genuine role models for all Australians and I know everyone will be supporting 
them in their quest to win gold for their country”.

These young Australians will show unequalled dedication and passion to succeed for their country. 
This will be achieved through calling on the resources of countless volunteers, the enormous 
goodwill of their employers and the support of local educational institutions and 
training companies. 

Immediately following the launch the team will go straight into their first training camp from 
Thursday 6 to Sat 8 November at Wombaroo Adventure Centre, Wombeyan, Caves Road High 
Range, NSW.

WorldSkills Australia is a not-for-profit national organisation that has been actively celebrating and 
promoting the standards and status of vocational training and skills excellence for 27 years. 
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For more information please contact:

Josie D’Arino  National Marketing & Communications Manager
(03) 9249 1088 / 0421 274 961 / jdarino@worldskills.org.au

Sarah Tulloch  Marketing & Communications Coordinator
(03) 9249 1006 / 0409 514 271 / stulloch@worldskills.org.au

A Member of WorldSkills International

National Office T 61 3 9249 1000 F 61 3 9249 1033 

 E info@worldskills.org.au W worldskills.org.au



A Member of WorldSkills International

National Office T 61 3 9249 1000 F 61 3 9249 1033 

 E info@worldskills.org.au W worldskills.org.au

6 November 2008

MediaALERT 

40th International WorldSkills Competition
September 1- 7, 2009  •  Calgary, Canada  

team australia

WorldSkills Australia Team, 
40th WorldSkills International Competition, 
Calgary, Canada September 1-7 2009
Autobody Repair Aaron Samphier  Sydney West, NSW 

Automobile Technology Perrin Bouna  Brisbane, QLD

Beauty Therapy Jessie Gladwell  North Queensland, QLD

Bricklaying Nigel Croke  Macquarie, NSW

Cabinetmaking Michael Welshman  Western Australia

Car Painting  Justin Laidlaw  Hunter, NSW

Construction Metal Works Shane Ashton  Illawarra, NSW

Cooking Nenad Djuric  Sydney, NSW

Electrical Installations Gavin Press  Macquarie, NSW 

Floristry Stacey Pitman   Western Australia

Graphic Design Technology Melissa Guiney  Victoria Country, VIC 

Industrial Control Benjamin Dean  Ballarat/Wimmera, VIC

IT/Software Applications Nick Davies  Sydney, NSW

Jewellery Joshua Fimognari  Sydney West, NSW

Joinery Mitchell Edwards  Hunter, NSW

Ladies/Mens Hairdressing Megan Kuhn  Mid Coast, NSW

Landscape Gardening Michael Buist  Sydney, NSW

 Christopher Dimitriou  Melbourne, VIC

Manufacturing Team Challenge Andrew Arthur  Brisbane, QLD

 Kyle Butler  Sydney West, NSW

 Luke Davies  Sydney West, NSW

Painting & Decorating Kyle French   Macquarie, NSW

Plumbing  Tyson Knight  Riverina Murray, NSW

Refrigeration Nash Mason  Hunter,  NSW

Restaurant Service Heh-Nian (James) Sun  Sydney, NSW

Sheetmetal Technology Daniel Karanges  Brisbane, QLD

Wall & Floor Tiling Peter Steinweiss  Sydney, NSW

Web Design Daniel Jones  Sydney, NSW

Welding Joshua Harris  Northern Rivers, NSW
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